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Interest in *citizenship has never been higher. Politicians of all stripes stress its importance, as do church leaders, captains
of industry, and every kind of *campaigning group — from those supporting global causes, such as tackling world poverty, to
others with a largely local focus, such as combating neighbourhood crime. Governments across the world have promoted the
teaching of citizenship in schools and universities, and introduced citizenship tests for immigrants seeking to become
*naturalized citizens. Types of citizenship proliferate continuously, from dual and transnational citizenship, to corporate
citizenship and global citizenship. Whatever the problem — be it the decline in voting, increasing numbers of teenage

pregnancies, or climate change — someone has canvassed the revitalization of citizenship as part of the solution.

The sheer variety and range of these different uses of citizenship can be somewhat *baffling. Historically, citizenship has
been linked to the *privileges of membership of a particular kind of political community — one in which those who enjoy a
certain status are entitled to participate on an equal basis with their fellow citizens in making the collective decisions that
regulate social life. In other words, citizenship has gone hand in hand with political participation in some form of democracy
— most especially, the right to vote. The various new forms of citizenship are often put forward as alternatives to this
traditional account with its narrow political focus. Yet, though justified in some respects, to expand citizenship too much, so
that it comes to encompass people’s rights and duties in all their dealings with others, potentially obscures its important and
distinctive role as a specific kind of political relationship. Citizenship is different not only to other types of political affiliation,
such as subjecthood in monarchies or dictatorships, but also to other kinds of social relationship, such as being a parent, a

friend, a partner, a neighbour, a colleague, or a customer.
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Poison or cure? Traditional Chinese medicine shows that context can make all the difference
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